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Call to Order January 12, 2021 
 

1. Chairman Vigeant called the regular meeting of the Marlborough School Committee to 
order at 7:30 p.m. at 17 Washington Street, Marlborough, MA. Members present included 
Michelle Bodin-Hettinger, Daniel Caruso, Earl Geary, Katherine Hennessy, Heidi 
Matthews, and Denise Ryan. Also present were Chairman Vigeant, Superintendent 
Michael Bergeron, Director of Finance and Operations, Douglas Dias, Assistant 
Superintendent of Teaching and Learning, Mary Murphy, and Assistant Superintendent 
of Student Services and Equity, Jody O’Brien. MEA Representative, Eileen Barry, was 
present as well. Student Advisory Council Representative, Allison Lucas, was remotely 
present. 

  
 This meeting is being recorded by local cable, WMCT-TV, and is available for review. 

 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance:  Chairman Vigeant led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Superintendent Bergeron read the public participation guidelines, which include a phone 
number to call for this public hearing.  
 
 

3. Presentation: 
A. MHS Student Advisory Update 

Hattie Parker, the 11th grade representative, followed up about junior college planning. 
Since her last update, the Guidance Department has increased their communication 
to students/families. Hattie surveyed her peers to understand their thoughts on the 
college process, and all of them felt comfortable reaching out to their guidance 
counselors.  
Abigail Hennessy, a 10th grade representative, discussed safe online music 
performance. She shared numerous student testimonies about the music programs 
this year. Abigail also spoke about the opportunities and structure of the music 
programs. Students greatly appreciate the chance to continue learning and playing 
music.  
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Jessica Rosenzweig, a 10th grade representative, spoke about supporting students’ 
mental health. Jessica compared a normal school year to this current school, and she 
shared her own current mental health struggles. Jessica polled students in different 
grades, who have varying experiences. Some students have been able to work more on 
their mental health while others have seen theirs deteriorate. Jessica shared 
anonymous student testimonies to reflect this. She presented some resources for 
students and thanked the guidance counselors for their support.  
Risha Khanderia, the 9th grade representative, talked about the virtual club fair Mrs. 
Murphy helped plan in response to Risha’s previous report that it was difficult for 
freshman to become involved at MHS. She shared some feedback from students 
regarding this virtual club fair.  
Superintendent Bergeron apologized that Allison had not been invited to the January 
4th, 2021 School Committee meeting.  
Allison Lucas, the 12th grade representative, polled the student body about which 
model of learning they prefer. About 60% of students reported that they wanted to 
remain in remote learning. Allison noted that it is much easier for students to choose 
between hybrid and remote now. She encouraged students to remain remote if they 
could. She mentioned that seniors are curious about their last day of school and 
graduation. 
Superintendent Bergeron and Mr. Riley will find out about the last day of school for 
seniors.  
In response to Chairman Vigeant, Allison believed students would have been more 
likely to choose in person as their preferred learning model if sports were contingent 
on such.  

 
 

4. Committee Discussion/Directives: None. 
 
 

5. Communications: None. 
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6. Superintendent’s Report: 
Superintendent Bergeron updated the committee on the Winter 2021 COVID-19 Data 
district wide. Not every case is a quarantine since many students are remote. The testing 
positivity rate has increased to 9.7% since his report.  
The Superintendent briefly spoke about the FY21 School Year calendar. The final day of 
school is planned for June 18th.  
Mr. Bergeron asked the committee for their approval to put the application from New 
England Innovation Academy (NEIA) on the January 26th, 2021 meeting agenda. 
Members from this school would attend the School Committee meeting remotely to 
discuss their application. NEIA is a private school requesting to open a program in 
Marlborough.  
Superintendent Bergeron stated that there is a press release from Mr. Rosenthal attached 
to his report, which recognizes six students who will represent MPS during a virtual 
master class. These students are Eli Plummer, Samantha Gamber, Aiden Grocki, Tara 
Pierre, Jackson Clemons, and Hannah Gluck. Two MHS students, Jonathan Berganza and 
Adham Hussein, had their art selected for the Emerging Young Artists 2021 Juried 
Exhibition hosted by the College of Visual and Performing Arts at UMass Dartmouth. 
Their artwork is attached to this report.  
The Superintendent informed the committee that Mr. Dias will request an extension for 
the FY22 budget process tonight. Mr. Bergeron shared his thoughts about this process, 
which are detailed in his report. 
Chairman Vigeant spoke a bit about the FY22 Budget and the state’s assistance during the 
pandemic. 
Mrs. Hennessy brought up the return to school discussion, which Chairman Vigeant 
explained will occur at the end of the meeting.  
Mr. Caruso and Superintendent Bergeron discussed the quarantine process for classes 
and buses. 
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A. Assistant Superintendent of Teaching & Learning Report 
Mrs. Murphy, the Assistant Superintendent of Teaching and Learning, updated the 
committee on MCAS and accountability. The Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (DESE) reported these changes on January 5th, 2021. Students 
in the Class of 2021 who have not yet earned their competency determination (CD) 
requirement will be able to through an approved course instead of taking the MCAS 
exam. The MCAS testing time for students in grades 3-8 will be shortened. Each 
student will take a portion of each MCAS assessment in each subject.  
Mrs. Murphy stated that the Commissioner will not name or recommend any new 
underperforming or chronically underperforming districts or schools in the upcoming 
school year to the Board. 
Mrs. Bodin-Hettinger voiced her concern that the sampling approach would not 
provide accurate individual level data.  
Mr. Caruso remarked that schools had been trying to get similar changes for years, 
and only now DESE has made them during the pandemic.  
Mrs. Hennessy noted that DESE has not addressed the issue of remote learners.  
Mrs. Murphy mentioned that that seniors can graduate with these changes, and if a 
waiver of accountability is received, then the issue of the participation rate of remote 
learners will be resolved.  
Mrs. Murphy introduced the Supervisor of Humanities, Jose Reyes, who will present 
on the Civics Project requirement.  
This presentation is included in the meeting agenda. Mr. Reyes gave an overview of 
the project, the timeline, high quality civics projects in MA, and initial planning steps. 
The Civics Project can be completed individually, in small groups, or as a whole class. 
The Commonwealth Civics Challenge will occur in the 2022-2023 academic year for 
8th grade students. Due to the pandemic, the scale of this Civics Project will not be 
what it previously would have been, and it should stem organically from the current 
curriculum.  
Mr. Reyes discussed the 8th grade Civics Course offered to students. 
Chairman Vigeant requested the curriculum from Superintendent Bergeron.  
Superintendent Bergeron stressed that the City Clerk’s Office could be a resource for 
MHS students. 
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Chairman Vigeant shared what middle school students used to do for civics and a 
potential new program they will have the opportunity to participate in in the future. 
Mrs. Hennessy noted that community service groups are valuable resources for these 
projects and lessons.  
Mrs. Bodin-Hettinger pointed out that City Councilor At-Large Samantha Perlman is 
very active in engaging the youth in civics. Mr. Reyes collaborated with her to 
determine ways to engage more students.   
Mr. Reyes explained that this is a district level project since the state does not need to 
approve projects. The state does provide guidelines, however.  
 

B. Director of Finance & Operations Report 
Mr. Dias, the Director of Finance and Operations, reported on food services. Mr. Dias 
explained the eight routes and 80 stops the district has utilized throughout the past 
few months. The new routes are ready to be shared with families once remote learners 
return to school in person. Students in person receive breakfast at the end of the school 
day to eat at home the following morning.  
Mr. Dias requested a 30-day extension for the FY22 budget schedule due to various 
factors listed in his report. The new budget schedule is outlined in his report as well. 
Mr. Dias will bring this as an action item to the next School Committee meeting. 
 
 

7. Acceptance of Minutes: 
 
A. Minutes of the November 24. 2020 School Committee Meeting 

Motion made by Mrs. Matthews, seconded by Mrs. Bodin-Hettinger to accept these 
minutes. 
Motion passed 7-0-0. 
 

B. Minutes of the December 8, 2020 School Committee Meeting 
Motion made by Mrs. Matthews, seconded by Mrs. Bodin-Hettinger to accept these 
minutes. 
Motion passed 7-0-0. 
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8. Public Participation:  
The Superintendent read two emails sent to him prior to this meeting. The first email was 
from Marlborough Resident Julia Marshall at 29 Wellington Street. She wrote about the 
February and April school breaks coming up. Ms. Marshall offered an alternative option 
presented by parents who discussed these matters with her, which was to combine the 
breaks into one week in March.  
 
The second email was sent by Ben Resnikoff and Stacey Resnikoff. They discussed the 
return to in-person/hybrid learning. The Resnikoffs believed January 19th is too soon to 
return to school. They included various statistics and articles in their email to the 
Superintendent.  

 
It should be noted that members of the public may provide comment by dialing in to the 
specified number and conference ID during virtual School Committee meetings or via 
email before the meeting to superintendent@mps-edu.org. Public participation is a time 
for your comments to be heard by the committee; it is not a question-and-answer session. 

 
 

9. Action Items/Reports 
 
A. FY21 Operating Budget Transfers 

Mr. Dias outlined transfers for the FY21 operating budget in an attached document. 
 
Motion made by Mrs. Matthews, seconded by Chairman Vigeant to approve these 
transfers as presented. 
Motion passed 7-0-0. 
 

B. Policy for Review and Acceptance 
1. Policy 8.120 Student Records 
 
Motion made by Mrs. Hennessy, seconded by Chairman Vigeant to suspend the rules 
to vote on this policy tonight.  
Motion passed 7-0-0. 

  

mailto:superintendent@mps-edu.org
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Mrs. Hennessy noted a minor change was recommended by their attorney to allow the 
Board of Health to access certain information/records.  
 
Motion made by Mrs. Hennessy, seconded by Chairman Vigeant to approve this policy 
as amended. 
Motion passed 7-0-0. 
 

C. Acceptance of Donations and Gifts 
 
New York Life. New York Life donated $500.00 to Kane School.   
Motion made by Mrs. Matthews, seconded by Chairman Vigeant to accept this 
donation. 
Motion passed 7-0-0. 
 
MA DESE FY21 274 IDEA Program Imp. SpEd Grant. MPS received this grant 
for $28,936.00. 
Motion made by Mrs. Matthews, seconded by Chairman Vigeant to accept this 
donation. 
Motion passed 7-0-0. 
 
MA DESE FY21 298 Early Childhood SpEd Grant. MPS received this grant for 
$4,501.00. 
Motion made by Mrs. Matthews, seconded by Chairman Vigeant to accept this 
donation. 
Motion passed 7-0-0. 
 

10. Reports of School Committee Sub-Committees: None. 
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11. Members’ Forum:  
 

Chairman Vigeant opened the floor for Mrs. Hennessy to discuss the return to in person 
school.  
Mrs. Hennessy voiced her concerns about having kids return to school in person on 
January 19th.  
The Superintendent presented a realistic view of what school would look like if students 
returned on the 19th this month. Many classrooms would be quarantined, especially at the 
secondary level where students are in teams instead of one classroom all day. Mr. 
Bergeron predicted that there would be grade-wide breaks this winter if school goes back 
next week. The Superintendent acknowledged that being in school and having to 
quarantine is difficult for students and families.  
Mrs. Bodin-Hettinger and Superintendent Bergeron discussed pool testing that could 
happen in the future and substitute teachers. There is a need for substitutes in the school 
system.  
Mrs. Matthews mentioned that she is not comfortable with students returning to school 
January 19th either. She proposed March 8th, 2021 as the new return date because two 
weeks out is too soon to return. She also expressed her agreement that eliminating 
vacation would be beneficial since nobody should be traveling during the pandemic.  
Chairman Vigeant noted that there is no right and wrong decision; when to return to in 
person school is a difficult decision to make.  
Mrs. Hennessy asked to look at other opportunities to bring back some classrooms or 
grade levels in a staggering situation. She also mentioned how cases have risen after 
vacations/breaks typically.  
Mrs. Barry spoke on behalf of the teachers and their concern of returning to school on 
January 19th.  
Mrs. Ryan discussed remote learning from a parent’s perspective as she has 3 children 
doing remote learning. She emphasized how difficult of a decision this is to make.  
Chairman Vigeant and Superintendent Bergeron discussed what returning all third-grade 
students would realistically look like.  
Chairman Vigeant proposed the new return date should continue to be the week after a 
School Committee meeting, which would push the return date back to February 1st for 
now. He spoke about the vaccine rollouts. 
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Mrs. Hennessy discussed the school vacations/breaks and how people tend to not follow the        
rules during these periods.  
Superintendent Bergeron spoke about what needs to happen to discuss eliminating or 
revising breaks.   
Mr. Geary had no issue with eliminating breaks to get through the school year, however 
he did not agree with that decision if it would be made to control what the public did.  
Mr. Caruso noted that students could be further behind if those weeks are considered 
school weeks, yet families take their students away for the week(s) as they had planned 
to. He also spoke about the return to school date.  

 
Motion made by Mrs. Bodin-Hettinger, seconded by Chairman Vigeant to move the 
potential return to school date to February 1st, 2021. 
Motion passed 7-0-0. 
 
The return to school date will be discussed again at the January 26th, 2021 School 
Committee meeting. 
 
Mrs. Matthews reviewed the warrant and will sign it. 
 

12. Adjournment: 
 

Motion made by Mrs. Matthews, seconded by Chairman Vigeant to adjourn at 9:35 
p.m. 
Motion passed 7-0-0. 

 
      Respectfully submitted, 
  
 
 
 
 
      Heidi Matthews 
      Secretary, Marlborough School Committee 
 
HM/jm 
Approved February 9, 2021 


